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approach of any other man (stranger) to their common wife. To
cite an example, among the Nairs, with whom polyandry assumes
another form, the woman is not allowed to have any later sexual
relations with the man, who first consummates the marriage, while
any relation with a man not of her caste is ipsofacto adultery and
was formerly punished by death.4
Adultery deemed a theft :
A strong argument against the existence of primitive
promiscuity can be found in the study of several primitive societies.
Miss Kingsley observes that dire punishments are meted out to the
wife even on the slightest suspicion, or, as among the Negroes of
Calabon, the wives are at intervals put through a trying ordeal to
test their faithfulness.5 Westmark points out when adultery has
actually taken place and has been discovered, the husband, with
few exception, can himself punish the offending woman and her
paramour, without necessarily invoking the local tribunal.6 Indeed
that tribunal or the tribal custom expects him to do so or fully
approves of his act, though in some instances he may be retaliated
upon by the relatives of the woman or the man, where he has killed
either or both.7 Punishment to the adultress varies but very
frequently death is meted out in case of detected adultery; in other
cases the woman is disfigured or mutilated by shaving of f her hair,
cutting of her nose, ears etc. Towards the offending man, the
husband's attitude varies; he may kill him, emasculate, mutilate,
wound, or flog him, or make him his slave, or force him to pay a
fine, or to have his wife outraged in turn. Especially noticeable is
the idea of theft in adultery, where, as in Africa, the man's hands
are cut off as if he were a thief8 and in the Torres Straits, there is
no word for adultery apart from theft (Puru) and all irregular
4.       Reclus, Primitive Folk, 162-164; quoted by Encyclopaedia of Religion and
Ethics; Vol.1, o.p.; cit, pp. 122-26.
5.       Miss Kingsley, "Travels in West Africa", p. 497.
6.        Westmark, "Human Marriage19117 ff.
7.       Recius, "Primitive Folk" (All are as quoted by Encyclopaedia of Religion
andEthics, Vol. I, o.p.cit, p.122-26.
8.       Waitz, Anthropologie der Naturvolker, ii, p. 472.